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Andreas Krieg and Jean-Marc Rickli

Surrogate Warfare explores the emerging phenomenon 
of “surrogate warfare” in twenty-first century conflict. The 
popular notion of war is that it is fought en masse by the 
people of one side versus the other. But the reality today is 
that both state and non-state actors are increasingly looking 
to shift the burdens of war to surrogates. Surrogate warfare 
describes a patron’s outsourcing of the strategic, operational, 
or tactical burdens of warfare, in whole or in part, to human 
and/or technological substitutes in order to minimize the costs 
of war. This phenomenon ranges from arming rebel groups, 
to the use of armed drones, to cyber propaganda. Krieg and 
Rickli bring old, related practices such as war by mercenary 
or proxy under this new overarching concept. Apart from 
analyzing the underlying sociopolitical drivers that trigger 
patrons to substitute or supplement military action, this book 
looks at the intrinsic trade-offs between substitutions and 
control that shapes the relationship between patron and 
surrogate. Surrogate Warfare will be essential reading for 
anyone studying contemporary conflict.

Andreas Krieg is an assistant professor at the School of 
Security Studies at King’s College, London and co-founder 
of both the Near East Centre for Security and Strategy and 
the Private Military and Security Research Group at King’s 
College. 

Jean-Marc Rickli is head of global risk and resilience at the 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy and a research fellow at 
King’s College, London.

“Clausewitz wrote that war is coercive in 
nature though throughout history coercion 
has taken many forms. This principle is more 
real today than ever thanks to the ability of 
states to contract out operations to partners 
or surrogates both animate and inanimate. 
Though not a new departure this development 
has taken on a new reality in a globalised 
and technologically vulnerable world. With 
remarkable erudition and insight this study 
represents a bold and original contribution to 
the field of security studies.”—Christopher 
Coker, Professor of International Relations, 
Director of LSE IDEAS, London School of 
Economics
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 “This important book captures and conceptualizes a phenomenon that has 
been increasingly pronounced in contemporary warfare. States look to 
others — surrogates — to carry the risks of warfare rather than put their own 
forces in harm’s way. These can be private companies, rebel militias, other 
governments, or autonomous vehicles. But can they do this and keep control 
of the conduct of a conflict and ensure that other agendas don’t take priority 
over their interests?”—Lawrence Freedman, emeritus professor of war 
studies, King’s College London

 “With remarkable erudition and insight, this study represents a bold and 
original contribution to the field of security studies.”—Christopher Coker, 
professor of international relations, director of LSE IDEAS, London School 
of Economics

Andreas Krieg and Jean-Marc Rickli explore the emerging phenomenon of 
“surrogate warfare” in twenty-first-century conflict. The popular notion of war 
is that it is fought en masse by the people of one side versus the other. But the 
reality today is that both state and nonstate actors are increasingly looking to 
shift the burdens of war. Surrogate warfare describes a patron’s outsourcing of 
the strategic, operational, or tactical burdens of warfare, in whole or in part, to 
human and/or technological substitutes in order to minimize the costs of war. 
This phenomenon ranges from arming rebel groups, to using armed drones, 
to employing cyber propaganda. Krieg and Rickli bring old, related practices 
such as war by mercenary or proxy under this new overarching concept. 

Apart from analyzing the underlying sociopolitical drivers that trigger 
patrons to substitute or supplement military action, this book looks at the 
intrinsic trade-offs between substitutions and control that shape the relation-
ship between patron and surrogate. Surrogate Warfare is essential reading for 
anyone studying contemporary conflict.

Andreas Krieg is an assistant professor at the School of Security Studies 
at King’s College London, and cofounder of both the Near East Centre for 
Security and Strategy and the Private Military and Security Research Group 
at King’s College. 

Jean-Marc Rickli is head of global risk and resilience at the Geneva 
Centre for Security Policy and a research fellow at King’s College London.

IN
t

e
r

N
a

t
Io

N
a

l
 a

f
fa

Ir
S

 /
 S

e
c

u
r

It
y 

S
t

u
d

Ie
S



Order online at www.press.georgetown.edu

United States
Teachers who wish to consider our books for course use should visit our website at www.press.georgetown.edu to review our desk 
and exam copy policies and submit requests online. Please note: US deliveries are shipped media mail and may take 2 to 3 weeks. 
If there is a rush need for a book, you may arrange to pay for expedited shipping by calling 800-537-5487. Audio/video materials 
which are sold separately are not eligible.

For all other countries, please contact the distributors listed above or visit our website for more information.

Desk and Examination Copy Requests

ORDER INFORMATION

Request a digital examination copy at: georgetown.einspections.eb20.com

Other international customers can contact the following:
Note: These contacts may not honor our discount. 
Prices may vary outside the US. Contact distributor for pricing information.

Canada: Brunswick Books, 20 Maud St., Suite 303 Toronto, Ontario, M5V 2M5, Canada 
Phone: 416 703 3598 Fax: 416 703 6561 Email: orders@brunswickbooks.ca 
 
Australia and New Zealand: Footprint Books, 4/8 Jubilee Ave., Warriewood, NSW 2102, Australia. 
Phone: +61 02 9997 3973  Fax: +61 02 9997 3185  www.footprint.com.au

India: KW Publishers Pvt Ltd, 4676/21, First Floor, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi 110002, India. 
Phone: +91-11-23272010  Fax : +911123263498  www.kwpublcom

Japan: MHM Limited, 1-1-13-4F Kanda Jimbocho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 101-0051
Phone: 02-35-18-9181  Fax: 03-3518-9523  Email: sales@mhmlimited.co.jp

Middle East:  Avicenna Partnership Ltd, P O Box 501, Witney, Oxfordshire, OX28 9JL, United Kingdom. 
Bill Kennedy: Phone: +44 7802 244457  Fax: +44 1387 247375  Email: AvicennaBK@gmail.com
Claire De de Gruchy. Phone: +44 7771 887843  Email: claire_degruchy@yahoo.co.uk

Asia: iGroup Press, Vitit Lim, Director, No. 8 Soi Krungthep Kreetha 8, Yaek 8, Huamark, Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240, Thailand. 
Phone: 66-2-7693888  Fax: 66-2-3795183  www.igroupnet.com

United States
Order online at www.press.georgetown.edu
Phone: 800-537-5487 or 410-516-6965
Fax: 410-516-6998
US delivery may take 2 to 3 weeks. 
International delivery may take 4 to 6 weeks.

UK, Europe, Near and Middle East, and North Africa
To place an order:
Email: orders@nbninternational.com 
Phone: +44 (0) 1752 202301
Fax: +44 (0) 1752 202333
Send orders to: 
Georgetown University Press
c/o NBN International, Airport Business Centre
10 Thornbury Road, Plymouth PL6 7PP
United Kingdom

The following distributors can process orders with a 30% discount. 
Please be sure to include your discount code: TGUF


