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Professor David L. Heymann 

Medical Epidemiologist and Professor of Infectious Disease 
Epidemiology, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine  

David Heymann is a medical epidemiologist and Professor of Infectious 
Disease Epidemiology at LSHTM. From 1989 to 2009 he held various 
leadership positions in infectious diseases at WHO, and in 2003 headed the 
WHO global response to SARS in his role as executive director of 
communicable diseases. In 1976, after spending two years working in India 
on smallpox eradication, Heymann was a member of the CDC (Atlanta) team 
to investigate the first Ebola outbreak in DRC and stayed on in sub-Saharan 
Africa for 13 years in various field research positions on Ebola, monkeypox, 

Lassa Fever, malaria and other tropical diseases. Heymann has published over 250 peer reviewed articles 
and book chapters, is editor of the Control of Communicable Diseases Manual, and is an elected member 
of the UK Academy of Medical Sciences and the US National Academy of Medicine.  

 

Professor David Freedman 

David O. Freedman, MD, FASTMH, FIDSA, FISTM—Founding Director, 
Travelers' Health Clinic; Professor Emeritus of Infectious Diseases, University 
of Alabama at Birmingham; Founding Director, Gorgas Course in Clinical 
Tropical Medicine, Lima, Peru; Past President, Clinical Group, American 
Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene (ASTMH); Co-Editor, Textbook of 
Travel Medicine Editions 1-3; Associate Editor, Emerging Infectious Diseases 
Journal; Section Editor, Journal of Travel Medicine. Dr. Freedman currently 
serves as Managing Senior Director, Shoreland Travax. 

He was Secretary-Treasurer of the International Society of Travel Medicine 
(ISTM) from 2005-13.  During the 2016 Zika epidemic he served as one of 12 
members of the World Health Organization International Health Regulations 

(IHR) Emergency Committee on Zika.  

From 1995-2000 he served as Chair of the Expert Committee on Antiparasitic Drugs for the US 
Pharmacopeia. For 18 years until 2013 he was Director of the global GeoSentinel Surveillance Network 
which he co-founded and which currently maintains the largest database of ill travelers available.   


