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ABOUT THE BOOK
This compilation of articles by historians, practitio-
ners and experts in international organizations has 3 
distinct parts. 

The first part brings to life the forces of change 
that produced the League of Nations (LoN) and the 
International Labour Organization (ILO) in 1919. 
Both were born out of the First World War but had 
been envisioned in certain circles since the late nine-
teenth century. This part describes the activities of 
the two organizations in the interwar period and their 
programmes for preserving peace and achieving huma-
nitarian, economic and social goals. For example, there 
are details of their efforts to fight drugs and slavery and 
to assist refugees. The LoN’s powerlessness to prevent 
the Second World War provided stark evidence of its 
failed efforts at peacebuilding. Yet, several chapters 
explain how the original intentions and ideas survived 
and were incorporated into reconstruction plans even 
before the war ended. 

Part two of the book describes multilateralism at 
work after the Second World War, as the former major 
powers settled into a new, bipolar world and adjusted to 
the changes brought by decolonization and its effects 
on multilateralism. While matters of peace and secu-
rity were addressed at the new United Nations’ (UN) 
headquarters in New York, many of the topics covered 
by this book were debated in Geneva thanks to the 
specialized agencies headquartered there. Matters of 
international trade, the environment, disarmament, 
development, and human rights were all debated in 
various fora on Swiss soil. 

The third part addresses the resurgence of a multipolar 
world with new and universal political and security 
unknowns. It outlines the new challenges facing the 
UN and multilateralism and explores the role Geneva 
and Switzerland can play as pillars of multilateralism. 
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VOLUME 1

PART I: THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Chapter 1: The origins of the LoN 

The Birth of Multilateralism (1815–1918)
The Peace Conference and the Birth of the LoN
Choosing the headquarters
The organization of the LoN

Chapter 2: The LoN’s mandate and achievements 

Peace through Law
Switzerland and the LoN
The United States and the LoN
The LoN, a testing ground for international security
The USSR’s entry on the multilateral stage
The refugee issue

Chapter 3: Universality?

The LoN and the Middle East
The LoN mandates in Africa
Latin American countries and the LoN
The LoN and Asia
The battle against slavery and forced labour

Chapter 4: The economic and social impact  

of the LoN and the ILO

Peace and social justice
The ILO and tripartism: negotiating social progress
Economic and monetary achievements
Protection and education of children and  
young people
Epidemics, public health and drugs
Geneva, crossroads of women’s mobilization

Chapter 5: The rise and fall of the LoN

The Palais des Nations
From the League to the United Nations
The ILO in exile in Canada

The LoN Secretariat was originally housed in the Palais Wilson, now the home of the OHCHR.

The League of Nations: a singular experience in multilateralism

Edited by Olga Hidalgo-Weber & Bernard Lescaze

President Woodrow Wilson.



PART II: THE UNITED NATIONS

Chapter 6: Post-1945 multilateralim: a second wind

Birth of the United Nations
The United Nations and the Cold War
Major ad hoc meetings
Decolonization

Chapter 7: The work of the United Nations in 

Geneva    

The battle over human rights within the UN system
Disarmament in Geneva
The Economic Commission for Europe
The United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) and the Global South 

Chapter 8: Specialized and Related Agencies    

Migration and refugees
Telecommunications
Innovation, Creativity and Intellectual Property
The World Trade Organization and Russia’s  
Creative Entry
Founding of the World Health Organization

VOLUME 2

Conference at the ILO. 

PART III : THE FUTURE  
OF MULTILATERALISM AND 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS  
IN GENEVA

Chapter 9: Tackling new challenges  

Climate and sustainable development 
The International Labour Organization, social 
dialogue and globalization 
Digital challenges

Chapter 10: Geneva 

NGOs, the United Nations Organization  
and human rights
Geneva’s role in contemporary global governance
Multilateralism in transition

Palais des Nations, Geneva.

The United Nations: the resilience of the multilateral system

Edited by Olga Hidalgo-Weber & Bernard Lescaze
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Box set of 2 books. Format: 18 x 25!cm - Available in English and French - 
Illustrations in colour and black and white - 720 pages - 
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EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF HISTORY  
This 2-volume publication celebrating the centenary of the LoN and the ILO 
retraces and illustrates the history, trajectory, and global influence of the two 
organizations. It presents the principal achievements of the ILO, the LoN and then 
the UN in Geneva over the past one hundred years. 
This generously illustrated reference work presents a panorama of the UN’s 
diverse fields of action. Learn about the complex developments and key turning 
points in these institutions as they evolved and diversified to encompass the major 
humanitarian, economic, social, environmental and development issues of our 
times. This fascinating account also contains insights into some of the prominent 
figures who fostered and supported multilateralism. 
Geneva’s undisputed and essential role in the rise of the global multilateral system 
and preserving peace and the balance of power pervades the book from start to 
finish. 
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